Rt. 12, Frederick, i-A. 21701 
1/11/76 


Hr. Ford Rowan peraoual 
NBC U0.18 

4001 Nebraska Ave., IJW 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ford, 

Shortly after the la*«t time we spoke I developed x'hlebitis, without the aide 
benefits; now popularly associated with it. So I do what travelling I must only and I *11 
not in W&shiitgtoii often. When I am 1 do not drive* Not yet, anyway. 

Tonight I had a call from a at ranger who called me about your interview with 
Colby last Thursday. Not knowing it would be on I missed it. Ho began by asking oe 
if I knew about MX Ultra and KK Felta and had any reason to believe there Light be a 
connection with my work. He wondered code names had cone up in my work* They 

haven t but they seem familiar, like IM read about thorn. fle linkea this with the 
Olson case. ^1 First knew Eric Olson when he waii 15 but never knew Frank.) 

I do get Boae nut calls, ^hie was not one. He knew detailo of the Oloon cane, 
tor example, that I do not and I've followed the reporting fairly diligently. 

He does not have my books yet seems to have a cka*xtaio.> ledge of fact as well 
aa the controversy about the Warren Report. 

He does not live near here but gets tl»e Washington Post. Peterson's story about 
me several weeks ago in the Kaiyland section, he said, ie why he sailed me. Perhaps. 

And people who live far away do subscribe to the Post. But wait a month to call a 
stranger and talk for an hour and a half? 

He is articulate, intelligent, well-informed and seems to have some intelligence 
knowledge. During the course of the conversation I referred to "black books" without Ms 
asking what thoy are. Pew people know. 

Ho has some reason for thinking I should talk to you about what you airod r.nd 
what he thinks you know, suspect or both. 

X know no tiling about these projects. did say that in on earlier form there 
was a project with this name, in 1951 • under a Hr. Sidney Cohan, in Los Angeles. Por 
all 1 know you may have aired this. 

I formed the impression during this conversation that this man had an intelligence 
connection in the post. I therefore think it is possible he may have some knowledge. He 
sayB I will be hearing from him again after I return from a trip I'll leave on Thursday. 

1 asked him to hold off until after the 21 Bt, when there is a dalendar call on one of 
my Freedom of Information Act canes, ono that has already been productive. 

If you have a transcript of the interview or can lend me a sound tape oPbproforably 
both I’m willing to take the time to pay close attention. If anytldng cone c J thin I'Ll 
be glad to give it to you. I can t keep up with my major preoccupations now.* 

Pretty clearly this man is not irrational. He was subtle in his insistence so it 
can t fairly be called insistence, but he seems to have some reason for thinking you anl 
I should talk about this. I'm willing if you think it worthwhile. Unless he has reason 
to beliovt that these projects had a connection with asosneinatioi^his reason for calling 
ue oi all people isn t clear. I'm not uneasy about his calling me instead of better- 
known people in the field because an intelligent man would know the great differences in 
our approaches, that I do my own investigating and analyses, work with fact and not the 
popular speculations- That it was au&issteu to him is not impossible. 


ii« knows about me what waa not in the Post story, the price of ay books, all but 
the la3t. 1 have Hold none to bookstores in his area and ho referred to the pjdce by 
mail, which is slightly more. But I have no recollection of having sent even a flyer 
on the Dooks to hie area. Bis name was not familiar to my wife, who does all the !-■»■< Ung 
I do not. 

He has to have had some reason for calling me rather than, say, bane. Or Fenster- 
wald. 4 He did not know of aym connection with the king case, only JFK and that I keep 
after the government to end suppressions.) Going along with this I would say that his 
opinion of the Post story is a hit inflated. Or, that the Post story may not have been 
the real reason he called me* 

If his call had not impressed me I*d not be taking this time because I can't and 
don' t Keep the hours I did for years and I should be in bed. While it ie not impossible 
that he is an intelligent, informed theorieer, 1 did not get this impression and in an 
hour and a half he gave no indication of any ouch tendency. I die get the conversation 
to wandering to give him the opportunity. In the ooturee of this, when he gave me the 
inconspicuous opportunities, I satisfied myself that he is not a regular reader of the 
Poet or if he is, he ie a selective one. When he turned the conversation to Terry 
Lender's representation of Dr. Gottlieb (which I had not knoi/) and wondered I had a 
chance to compare with Phil Hirskkop, who has been in the Post often and conspicuously 
recently. In my opinion a Post reader in a distant rural-type area is much more likely 
to read the main news or the Metro sections that) the weekly suburban supplement. Oddly, 
while he said he dicin' ttac know of Uleskkop he did know of the S3 case, which Phil won, 
and the approximate time of its end. Now that case -there is ano ther-had CIA involve- 
ments in the defense's allegations. The remaining one does not. ‘Si the remaining case 
Q.L. 'a boys are ciiarged with obstructing justice. This is the more serious charge. The 
first was a wire-tapping case. (They're guilty in both cases, if acquitted in the first.) 

I think I will hear further from this man. I can't be certain but I think he 
knows something and didn't dare say it on the phone and fears the rails. (With me he is 
right fti. both counts and I'll be siting over it soon, sometime after the 16th, when it 
becomes possible under the law.) But if you have no interest, all I can do ie listen 
to whatever he is able to get to me. 

It is pretty farout, but if this man still has spook co. -nection he could »»rtrr 
know that I’ve been after the CIA for their fileo on me. There are conscientious people 
in the CIA who want the dirty stuff ended. I have been pretty forthright with them letting 
them know quite explicitly th-t 1 have copieB from different files of what they allege 
does not exist. They began by their general couneel insisting that they have nothing on 
me, but without giving ms what I have thoy^Kave given me stuff as far back as when I ave 
Jimmy Roosevelt material for one of FDR's more memorable fireside chats. That dates to 
oefore I w&a in OSH. At the Same time they gave me, ahull I call it an accident? the 
proof of liov they lied to their general counsel and the existence of fileo on me not 
checkc.a auk not disclosed. Furout or no*, I do not believe they ar e this stupid. So, 
improbably as it may be, I do not consider it entirely impossible that this stranger 
might be fed by people lie once know .or worsen with, and what .eakae this more iatereating 
in view of his knowledge of the tKi-case is that the CIA has me in a file they have not 
given me but parts of which I have that involves a central figure in that case who Is/a 
friend and may be a CIA aouroe, directly or indirectly. What makes all of this more fascin- 
ating i that as some in the CIA have to know, 1 liave & Oompiote story I've never usou on 
a CLA front that is unexposed to this day. Not being able to sell the story I've bean 
saving it :or this suit. I'm certain they uc not dare give me voluntarily what they nave. 
They don't dare expose their front. Briefly, it ie a part of CIA that seems to be other 
than CIA and is almost entirely unknown that engages in a special kipd of domestic intel- 
ligence. Or, if farout, not entirely impossible. 

If you can send me a tape, & caaette would be easier for its. I'll be in D.C, the 
21st and 2/ 4. Best regards, Harold Weisberg 


